
The Saint Joseph Women’s Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel; serve the 

parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic women leaders. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
33 Days to Morning Glory Retreat   
 

This retreat is an extraordinary 33 day 
journey to Marian Consecration with four 
spiritual giants: St. Louis de Montfort, St. 
Maximilian Kolbe, Blessed Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta, and St. John Paul II. Fr. Michael 
Gaitley weaves their thoughts into a user 
friendly, do-it-yourself retreat that will bless 
even the busiest of people. This six week 
retreat includes independent reading, video 
talks by Fr. Gaitley and weekly group 
discussion.  It’s not too late.  You can still plan 
to participate in one of the sessions of “33 
Days to Morning Glory”.  Contact Gwen 
Skipper by April 14. 

e-mail: gwenskip@bellsouth.net;  

Phone:  345-2250 
 

Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady Of Fatima 
The world-famous International Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima was 
sculpted in 1947 by Jose Thedim, based on 
the description of Sr. Lucia, one of the three 
children who saw Our Lady each month from 
May to October 1917 in Fatima, Portugal. On 
October 13, 1947, in the presence of some 
150,000 pilgrims, the statue was blessed by 
the Bishop of Leiria at Fatima to be the 
pilgrim, the traveler, sent out to bring the 
Message of Fatima to the world.  The 
International Pilgrim Virgin Statue has 
traveled the world many times, visiting more 
than 100 countries.  It will be in our Parish 
on May 13.  Mark your calendar and plan to 
participate in Parish activities that day.    
http://www.pilgrimvirginstatue.com/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Belk Charity Sale 
SJWS Works with SJ Youth Group  

 

We are planning to participate in the Belk Spring 
Charity Sale as an opportunity for the Youth of 
the Parish to work with Women’s Society 
members.  This project will help to raise funds to 
support youth going to the Summer Youth 
Conference in Steubenville, Ohio and those who 
wish to participate in Youth Leadership Activities 
in the Diocese.  
  
The Charity Sale is to be offered on Saturday 
morning (April 30).  Before then, Women’s 
Society Members and the youth of the Parish will 
be selling “tickets” for admission to the sale for 
$5.00.  This ticket allows the purchaser to gain 
entry to the Belk’s on Saturday morning, April 
30.   In addition, when you present the ticket for 
the first item you buy that day, the price will be 
reduced by $5.00.  So actually your ticket price 
is refunded!    Also, at this event merchandise 
that is rarely offered at sale prices will be 
reduced in price.  (A brochure outlining such 
items is available from those selling the tickets.)   
The first 100 shoppers to arrive will receive an 
additional gift card valued from $ 5.00 to $ 1,000!  
Doors will open at 6 AM. 
 

All of the money collected through sale of the 
tickets will be kept by our Parish. So even if you 
do not attend the sale, a $5.00 ticket purchase 
will be a donation to the Parish Youth Ministry.  
Plus we will get a pro-rata share of  tickets sold 
on the date of the sale by Belk staff.  
  
Please call Julie Rotureau (803-463-4877-cell) 
to sign up for selling tickets after one of the 
weekend Masses on April 23-24.  You may also 
request tickets to sell to family members and 
friends, giving them an opportunity to benefit 
from the sale.  We need you to be involved and  
make this fund raiser a huge success.   

St. Joseph Women’s Society 

Mary & Martha News   
April  2016                                  Columbia,  SC 

CSCSCSC 

mailto:gwenskip@bellsouth.net


 

 

Message from President 
 

Thanks to all who stepped forward to lead 
various society special events for the coming 
year.   Libit Woodington is again leading two of 
our largest events, the  BirthRight Tea Room 
Lunch, July 27th,  and the Memorial Mass 
reception, November 2nd.  Hilde Meisner will 
take care of the BirthRight Baby shower which is 
held the week of the lunch.    Pat Wegryzwnoski 
and Beverly Stricklin are planning the June 4th 
social which will be held at the Wegryznowski 
home.    Corinne Tomihiro will coordinate for the 
September 25th Columbia Deanery meeting 
which SJWS is hosting.  Claire Wagner and 
Mary Sue Barnum will again lead the decorating 
of the Chrismon tree.   Rebecca Rotrureau  
stepped up to begin planning the Christmas 
luncheon.    
 

We still need someone to work on the 2017 
General Meeting and the Lenten retreat.   While 
these events are nearly a year away, it’s not too 
early to begin planning because of the need to 
get commitments from speakers or entertainers.   
 

Gayle Michaelis is busy scanning our past 
financial records.  We still need someone to 
scan past minutes.   
 
2016 Convention  
Twelve members of St. Joseph Women’s 
Society attended the 2016 South Carolina 
Council of Catholic Women’s Convention in 
Myrtle Beach last month. In addition to the 
inspirational speakers, there were spiritual and 
social opportunities.  We prayed together, 
learned together and played together.   I am very 
proud that SJWS along with individual members 
donated $525 to the convention project Camp 
Rise Above which provides in-hospital camp 
experience to ill and disabled children.   
 
You may already be aware the 2017 convention 
will be March 24-26 at the downtown Marriott in 
Columbia.  The affiliates of the Columbia 
Deanery will have the responsibility for planning 
and working on many aspects of the convention.  
I am sure that we are ready to offer our talents to 
make this a great convention.   
 

Gwen Skipper 

Calendar 

 

April 17 
SJWS Monthly Meeting, 1:30 Ursuline Hall  
(MAB), Light lunch served. 
 
April 23/24 
Tickets for the Belk Charity Sale will be sold 
after Masses (See Page 1) 
 
April 24 
Columbia Deanery Meeting, St. Martin de 
Porres Soup Kitchen.  (Lunch $7) Contact 
Gwen by April 19 if you plan to go.   
 
April 26 
Hearts Afire retreat “33 Days to Morning 
Glory” begins, 1:30 P M, Gilmore Senior Life 
Center (MAB) 
 
April 27 
Hearts Afire retreat “33 Days to Morning 
Glory”  begins,  6:30 P M, Donor Hall (MAB) 
 
May 1 
May Procession: Our Catholic Woman of the 
Year Crowns the Blessed Mother. 
 
May 15 
SJWS Monthly Meeting, 1:30 Ursuline Hall  
(MAB). Light lunch served. 
 
June 4 
Women’s Society Summer Social at the 
home of Pat Wegrzynowski   
 

     
Did You Know? 

SJWS received recognition this year at the 
Women’s Society State Convention for our 
service project, The Snack Pack Program.  
Congratulations to the many volunteers who 
work on this project 
 
 Also, our Scrap Book received an award for the 
quality of the “Content”.  Thanks to all who 
helped put the Book together.   



 

 

National Council of Catholic Women 

Launches Million Works of Mercy 

 
On Divine Mercy Sunday 2016 – April 3rd – the 
National Council of Catholic Women launched a 
new initiative called “A Million Works of Mercy” in 
honor of the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. “We are the hands and feet and voices of 
Jesus – in our homes, our parishes, our 
communities, our nation and beyond our borders 
through our partnerships with Catholic Relief 
Services and Cross Catholic Outreach,” says 
NCCW President Sheila Hopkins. 
  
Members of NCCW are responding to Pope 
Francis’s call to reawaken our passion to help 
the poor and needy of our communities through 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy 
.  
NCCW members will start counting works of 
mercy – with a goal of one million works before 
the end of the Jubilee year in November 2016 – 
as they perform both big and small works of 
mercy in their councils, parishes, local 
communities, and beyond. 
 
“We are feeding the hungry and speaking out for 
adequate funding for school nutrition programs. 
We are collecting clothing for the needy and 
advocating for job training and a living wage. 
 We are comforting those who have suffered loss 
and visiting the sick and broken. We are making 
lunches and swinging a hammer with Habitat for 
Humanity or local home improvement groups 
and contacting legislators with evidence of 
housing fraud or insurance redlining,” says Jane 
Carter, NCCW Supporting Member who 
designed the initiative.  
 
The resolutions passed at the SCCCW 2016 
convention mirror the actions of NCCW.   
Resolution #1: Hunger for Physical food    
Resolution #2 Hunger for Mercy, Reconciliation      

and Spiritual Food 
Let our works of mercy contribute to the million 
works of the women of NCCW.  Provide your list 
of works and we will summarize and send a 
combined list to NCCW.  More information and 
examples will be provided at the April meeting.   
 
 

A Note from Janet 

 

 

 
The book of Micah asks, What does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God? 
 
Note—the first requirement is to do justice.  
Now what does that mean?   
 
We think of justice as fairness, but that is a 
human reaction.  We are told to remember 
that all of our blessings come from God.  As 
we are blessed, so we must also bless 
others, not only those known to us in our 
families and friendships but also those 
unknown to us.  To bless them is to promote 
their well being both materially and 
spiritually.   
 

Janet O’ Keeffe 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 

You May Have Heard 
Sister Maria Lovett is retiring, after teaching 
for over 50 years, most of those years right  
here at St. Joseph’s School.  A group of 
friends from the school family are sending 
Sister Maria and a companion on a trip to 
Italy.   The Women’s society has voted to 
give sister a gift of $100 to spend on the trip.  
If you would like to add to this gift please 
send your donation to Beverly Stricklin.  You 
can put your contribution in an envelope with 
Beverly’s name and drop it in the collection 
or at the office.   (Please make checks payable 

to St. Joseph Church) 
 



 

 

Editor’s Note:   

On several occasions I have asked for contributions of articles, essays, or poems for publication 

in this newsletter.   The following essay was written by Carol Mercer, our own budding 

humorist. 

 

Do Not Call List 
What good is the Do Not Call List?  Has it worked for anyone?  Are you getting fewer nuisance 
calls than before you signed up?  We are not. 
 
Years ago we would get calls from cemetery representatives who were trying to sell us burial 
plots.  I told one woman we were planning on being cremated.  She exclaimed, “do you know 
what they do when they cremate you”?  I asked her if she knew what happens to you when you 
are buried. .  She said goodbye and hung up. 
 

Lately the callers are trying to lower our credit card interest rate.  I always explain that we never 
pay interest on our cards.  Please take me off your calling list.  The next call tells me this is my 
final chance to lower my rate.  I press 1 and tell them please take me off your calling list.  
Finally, I ask “How many last chances do I get”?  They hang up. 
 

The latest are people trying to get into our computer by telling us that we have a problem with 
our Microsoft 7.   I ask where they are calling from and they say Philadelphia, in poor English.  I 
ask, “How do you know what is going on in my computer?”  Don't say, “just hang up”.  They call 
the next day. 
 

Early one morning I received a call from someone claiming to be my grandson calling from 
Mexico City.  He was arrested and needs $15,000 to pay for an English speaking lawyer to 
spring him.  When I asked why he didn't call his parents he said he didn't want to upset them.   I 
told him old people were being scammed like this all the time. The person hung up.   
 

Years ago we were very active in The Irish Children Summer Program.  Back in those days 
when I got a call asking for a contribution to a charity, I would listen to the good things their 
charity did and then I would tell them about our favorite charity.  I would tell how the children in 
Northern Ireland lived in a virtual war zone and how we bring them here so they can see how 
people can live together peacefully.  Then I'd tell them I would contribute to their charity if they 
gave to mine.  I never got any takers. 
 
 But, THE ALL TIME BEST call was from the nice lady from Sapphire Valley.  This was 
years ago when our children were little. She was offering free food and lodging for the family for 
a weekend to look at property in the mountains.  
 
 “Let me get this straight” I said. “You are going to give my husband and I and our six children, 
room and board for the entire weekend?”   
 
“Oh dear, six children -- Do you suppose you could get a baby sitter for the weekend ?”  I asked 
her if she would ever babysit six children for an entire weekend.  She laughed and said 
goodbye. 
 
If  I appear to be complaining about these calls,  I really am not.  They are a source of 
amusement for us.  You know when you are in your eighty’s you have to find your laughs where 
you can.  Aside from shopping, church, the movies and our volunteering we don't go out  much.   


