
St. Joseph Church Wedding Planning Timeline 

 
One Year to Six Months Before the Wedding 

Begin the Marriage Preparation Process 

• Schedule and attend your initial appointment with a member of our Clergy 
• At the meeting the couple will complete the required prenuptial questionnaire, confirm a 

date for your wedding, and plan future appointments.  
• Complete and submit the Wedding Agreement Form. 
• Upload your couple biography and photo(s) through the Marriage Preparation section of the 

parish website. 
• Register for the parish marriage preparation program, Living a Joy-Filled Marriage 

(hosted at St. Joseph Church; fee included in overall wedding fees). 
• Enroll in a Creighton Model Fertility Care System Introductory Session. 

Begin Collecting Required Documentation 

• Request newly issued Baptismal Certificates (dated within six months of the wedding and 
including all notations). 

• Obtain Confirmation Certificate (if not noted on Baptismal Certificate). 
• Complete Prenuptial Witness Affidavits (two per person; four total). 

o Completed by individuals who have known you most of your life. 
o Signatures must be notarized or witnessed by clergy. 
o Witness Affidavits Originals must be submitted to the parish office (no 

photocopies). 
• Submit original Marriage Preparation Course Certificates. 

 

Three Months Before the Wedding 

• Select ceremony participants: 
o Lectors for the First and Second Readings. 
o Lector for the Universal Prayer (if not read by the officiant). 
o Gift bearers (for a Nuptial Mass). 

• Choose readings and prayers using the Together for Life booklet. 
• Submit the completed selection form to the Wedding Coordinator. When submitted form 

please include names and email addresses of all lectors. Readings will be emailed to lectors 
one month prior to the wedding. 

• Prayerfully consider selections that reflect your faith and relationship. 



 

Two Months Before the Wedding 

• Meet with the Organist/Director of Music to review musical selections and outline the 
ceremony structure. 

o The Director of Music will serve as primary contact for large-scale musical 
celebrations (choir, multiple musicians, etc.). 

• Complete the Wedding Ceremony Planning Form. 
• Meet with the Wedding Coordinator to finalize details of the wedding and rehearsal.  
• Submit your draft of your Wedding Program for review to the Wedding Coordinator. 
• Appy for a South Carolina Marriage License. 
• Pay wedding fees via the parish payment portal or by check payable to St. Joseph Catholic 

Church. 

 

One Month Before the Wedding 

• Email a copy of your final Wedding Program to the Wedding Coordinator and Music 
Director for review. 

• Schedule your final meeting with the Priest or Deacon to complete pre-nuptial discussions 
and finalize ceremony plans. 

 

Two Weeks Before the Wedding 

• Deliver the original Marriage License to the Church Office (Attention: Wedding 
Coordinator). 

 

Week of the Wedding 

• Confirm final details with the Wedding Coordinator, as needed. 

 

For questions or clarification at any stage of preparation, please contact your Officiant or 
Wedding Coordinator.  
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