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Parish Office - 254-7646 • Parish Fax - 799-7607
After Hours Medical Emergency Number - 609-0317
E-mail - info@stjosephcolumbia.org
Website - stjosephcolumbia.org
Facebook - facebook.com/stjosephcolumbia
Clergy of the Parish
Rev. Msgr. Richard D. Harris, V.G., Pastor
MsgrHarris@stjosephcolumbia.org
Rev. James F. Touzeau, Parochial Vicar
FrTouzeau@stjosephcolumbia.org

February 23, 2020 •

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Joseph Catholic Church:
3600 Devine Street, Columbia SC 29205

Welcome
We extend a warm welcome to all who are
visiting or are here for the first time! If you
attend St. Joseph’s regularly, please stop by
the parish office to fill out a registration card.

Parish Office Hours:
Mon. - Fri.: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Mailing Address:
3512 Devine Street, Columbia SC 29205

Community Sunday
All are invited to enjoy refreshments in the
lobby of the Rowland Education Building
on the second Sunday of each month after
all morning Masses.

St. Joseph Catholic School:
3700 Devine Street, Columbia SC 29205
Phone: 254-6736 • www.stjosdevine.com

Active Membership

Parish Mass Schedule

The Facilities and Services of St. Joseph Church are available
to active members. Three points determine active membership:
 Registration in the parish for a sufficient period of time and
use of the envelope system/or electronic giving in support of
the parish;
 Faithful attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days;
 Volunteering for and participating in Parish activities with
time, talent, and resources as means permit.

Masses:
Saturday Vigil ........................................ 5:30 PM
Sunday....................... 8:00, 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
Nursery is provided during 10:30 AM Mass
at Ministries and Administration Building

Special Needs

Daily Mass:
Tuesday to Friday................................... 7:30 AM
Please note that the church opens at 7:00 AM
The Rosary precedes morning Mass
Tuesday .................................................. 5:30 PM
First Saturday ......................................... 8:30 AM

Special needs and wheelchair seating is available in the
front row of the Church. Cars must display a valid handicap
sticker to park in the reserved handicap spaces in the Church
parking lot.

Bulletin Deadline
Submit all announcements by Tuesday 4:30 PM to
info@stjosephcolumbia.org. Include name and phone number
of contact person.

Protecting Our Children
St. Joseph Church and School and the Diocese of Charleston
are committed to the protection of children. The following
numbers are provided for your information: Diocesan
Victim Assistance Minister: (800) 921-8122; Diocesan
Office of Child Protection Services: (843) 261-0431.

Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin or website

School Mass:
Friday (Sept. - May)..........................8:15AM
All are welcome
Adoration:
Tuesday...............................8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Reconciliation:
First Saturday of the Month ........ 7:45 - 8:15AM
Saturday .............................. 4:00 - 5:00 PM
and by appointment

Baptism: Parents must attend one adult

Marriage: Those contemplating marriage

seminar before having their child baptized.
This session will be at 1:30 PM on the 2nd
Sunday of January, March, May (3rd Sunday),
July, September and November. Baptisms will
be scheduled approximately two times per
month. Please fill out a registration form found
under the Sacraments tab on our website at
least one week prior to the session you plan to
attend. E-mail Sarah Fellona with any questions at: sarah@stjosephcolumbia.org.

should contact the priest at least six months in
advance of the wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the
Parish Office to request hospital visits and for
individual anointing when anyone is seriously
ill or having surgery.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults): Individuals interested in
becoming full members of the Catholic
community participate in a process of
Christian Initiation.
Call the Religious
Education Office at 540-1906 or e-mail
sarah@stjosephcolumbia.org
for
more
information.

Our Lord

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT
Annual Offertory ............................................. 1,492,000.00
YTD Actual ..................................................... 1,044,636.18
Weekly Offering
Budgeted ............................................................. 28,692.30
Received 02-16-20 .............................................. 26,495.35
Special Collection .................................................. 3,874.21

In today’s first reading, the Israelites are urged to love
their neighbors as themselves. In the Gospel, Jesus spells
out how we are to do that — to give generously to those
who ask of us and not to turn our backs on those who
seek to borrow.

TRIBUTES
The flowers on the Main Altar this
weekend are in honor of Denise Jeanmougin
and Ivan Pino-Nunez who celebrated their
marriage on February 22.
Congratulations Denise & Ivan!
The Tabernacle Vigil Candle, February 23 to
March 7, is in loving memory of John Barnum and
is given by his wife and children.

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish
Homebound: Edith Asmer, Nancy Barnes, Barbara Beis,
Peg Brandon, Margaret Briggs, Arthur Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Donnie Cooper, Mary DeLay, Jameson Finney,
Sylvia Flynn, Joseph Fricker, Marjorie Fusci, Laddie
Gatling, Robert Greaney, Edward Griswold, Barry Jones,
Bill Jones, Mary Kahaly, Shields Levatino, Helen
McCormac, Leona Melson, Hope Mosher, Brenda
Nauful, Ernie Nauful, Grady North, Ellie O’Shea, Stella
Peeples, Helen Pellicci, Maria Perez, Charles Rando,
Jane Rando, Juana Rivas, Jeannine Rocha, Brianne Rodriguez, Ann Royal, Vic Schwartz, Andrea Smith, Edna
Soto, Shirley Stiglbauer, Betty Stork, Fred Stork, Catherine Grace Stirling, Davis Bryan Stirling, Mirtha Vallini.

PRO-LIFE WORKSHOP
Saturday, March 7 - Our Lady of the Hills
Have you ever wondered how to respond to a woman
who believes abortion is her only answer? Or how to defuse hostile comments about the pro-life movement?
Please join us for the Pro-Life Workshop on Saturday,
March 7, from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, at Our Lady of the
Hills Catholic Church featuring guest speaker Mark
Baumgartner of “A Moment of Hope.” We will begin
with the First Saturday Mass at 8:30 AM, followed by
coffee and donuts. Lunch will be provided. To register,
please e-mail Holly Gatling at hollygatling@gmail.com
or Maureen Weigold at: stfrancisshop@bellsouth.net.

Jesus Christ, King of the Uni-

SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL NEWS
MADE 2020 (Music, Art, Drama, Enrichment): Join us in the gym on Thursday, February 27, from 6:00-8:00 PM for an evening of
art, dessert, and performances! Hundreds
of pieces of student artwork will be displayed. Enjoy presentations by students
in grades three through six, as well as
choir, band and drama performances. Desserts and refreshments provided by our PTO. If you wish to make a
donation, all proceeds will benefit the Fine Arts.

CARDINAL NEWMAN SCHOOL NEWS
We’re looking forward to meeting prospective families at
our Open House on Sunday, March 8 at 2:00 PM! If you
can’t join for the Open House, private tours are always
available.
We're gearing up for some great Summer Athletic
Camps! Whether your children want to improve their
skills, meet new friends, or just want to have fun this summer, we've got the camp for you!
For complete details and to register for the Open House or
Summer Camps, visit cnhs.org

February 23, 2020

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
Please join us at 5:00 PM on Sunday 2/23/20 for our
monthly Sunday Dinner and Discussion in the Ministries
and Administration Building! We will have activities for
the kids starting at 5:00 PM and then Father Touzeau
will offer a tour of the church for the kids at 5:30
PM. Dinner will follow at 6:00 PM. RSVPs appreciated
but not required.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Next week is "I Care I Share" Weekend. Special needs
are: soups, cereal, juice, peanut butter, canned meat or
tuna. Other non-perishable food as well as personal
hygiene items and home cleaning supplies are always
welcomed. Donations should be left in the Narthex of the
Church.

TECH TALK WITH TEENS
Would you need/like assistance in
learning how to use specific devices (cell phone, smart phone, iPad,
laptop, eReader, tablet, etc.) or
digital applications (Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, Word, E-mail,
specific apps on your smartphone, etc.)? Sunday, March
8th from 2-3:30 PM, we will be offering a “Tech Talk
with Teens” session in the Ministries and Administration
Building. RSVP to Jamie Hall at: 254-7646 ext. 421 or
jamie@stjosephcolumbia.org

MONTHLY ROSARY FOR THE UNBORN
Please consider joining the monthly Rosary for
the protection of all children yet to be born after
the 8:00 AM Mass on Sunday, March 1, in front
of the Shrine to the Unborn. St. Gianna Guild
will lead the Rosary.

WELCOME
NEW PARISHIONERS
We extend a warm welcome
to the newest members of
St. Joseph Church:

Lacy Adams
Sheila and Buster Connally
Simone and Adam Fisher
Victoria and Thomas Juran
Glen Kelly
Kelly and John Reece
Erin Waller and Michael Pollio
Jacqueline Milian and Jochen Granja Vasquez
Derek and Priscilla Yee

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
Sunday, February 23
8:00 AM Mr. Joseph A. Shea +
10:30 AM Mr. Tom Chmura (I)
12:15 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph
Tuesday, February 25
7:30 AM Mr. James Smith +
5:30 PM Mrs. Gery Ballou +
Ash Wednesday, February 26
7:30 AM Carmen & Martin Novellas +
12:15 PM Mrs. Norma Zoren +
6:00 PM Mr. Henry Martin +
Thursday, February 27
7:30 AM Mrs. Norma Hemphill (I)
Friday, February 28
7:30 AM Mr. Steven Jones +
8:15 AM No School Mass
6:00 PM Mary Jane Beier +
Saturday, February 29
5:30 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph
Sunday, March 1
8:00 AM Carmen & Martin Novellas +
10:30 AM Marianne & John Zona +
12:15 PM Mr. William J . McCarthy +

ORDER OF CARMELITES
DISCALCED SECULAR (OCDS)
will begin formation classes in January 2021.
OCDS is the third order of the Order of Carmelites Discalced (OCD).
Before entering formation it is required to visit
the community meeting for several months. If
you are interested, it is time to begin those visits. This is simply a period of inquiry.
The secular “third” order is a community of lay persons who
seek to live the Teresian Carmelite charism in the midst of
the world, in the family, in their work, and in their normal
circumstances of civil life, by managing their temporal affairs and ordering them according to the teachings of Jesus
in the Gospels and in conformity with the charism
of St. Teresa of Jesus.
Visitors are always welcome and visiting the community does not obligate you in any way. We meet the 1st Sunday of the month at St. Joseph Church in the Ministries and
Administration Building.
If you are a Roman Catholic over 18, participating fully in
the sacramental life of the church, and think you have a vocation with the Secular Discalced Carmelites, please contact
us.
If you have any questions or would like to request a brochure with more information, please call or e-mail Sharon
Crocker (803) 309-2480, scrocker4@gmail.com
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DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON
March 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
By virtue of our baptism, we are all missionaries,
beginning with our own families and parishes. Like the
Apostles, we are encouraged to reach out to our brothers and sisters in faith, love, and sacrifice. As a way
continue to build God’s kingdom, we invite you to help
Build Our Mission to the Missions by supporting the
Black and Indian Mission Collection.
Your support provides the presence of missionaries in
African American, Native American, and Alaska missions, schools, and religious education programs. Your
partnership places Bibles and catechetical materials in
the hands of Black Catholic communities in places
such as the Diocese of Jackson, MS; Native American
pueblos in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, NM; to the far
reaching villages of Alaska; and so many other places.
Your sacrifice addresses the need to train catechists,
permanent deacons, and seminarians for future generations right here in our neighborhood.

SHROVE TUESDAY
PARISH
PANCAKE SUPPER
. Fr. Touzeau
Msgr. Harris and

invite
All Parishioners
to a traditional
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper.
Please come and enjoy!
Parish Hall / Gym
February 25, 2020
5:30 - 7:00 PM
Hosted by:
Knights of Columbus
Council #12554
There will be no charge!

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 26
Mass Schedule: 7:30 AM, 12:15 PM and 6:00 PM
Distribution of ashes will only be at Masses.

Pope Francis reminds us in Lumen Fidei (51), “Faith
helps us build our societies in such a way that they can
journey towards a future of hope.” Your prayer needs
to be constant as together we join our hearts and hands,
always serving the Christian communities in love and
in imitation of Christ, the first missionary sent from the
Creator above.
Thank you for your prayerful support of the Black and
Indian Mission Collection. The collection will be taken
up March 1.
In the Lord’s Peace,
+ Most Rev. Robert E. Guglielmone
Bishop of Charleston

FRIDAYS OF LENT
February 28, March 6, 13, 20, and April 3
During the FRIDAYS of Lent, Msgr .
Harris is offering Stations of the Cross at
5:30 PM, immediately followed by
Mass at 6:00 PM. This will enable
those who are unable to attend the
morning Masses to have the opportunity
for an additional Lenten devotion.
After Mass (February 28 to April 3) we will offer a
simple meatless supper of soup, br ead and dr ink in
the Parish Hall/Gym. This will give you an opportunity to
sacrifice a regular meal during Lent. Donations will be
accepted. These donations will be given to a local soup
kitchen.

PREPARING OURSELVES FOR LENT
As Catholics, we believe that our faith in Jesus Christ and our love for Him finds expression in
the way we live our lives, to be included in the things we do. In order to fulfill the Great
Commandment (You shall love the Lord, your God, will all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind….You shall love your neighbor as yourself.) the Church recommends to us
that we undertake what are called the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy.

The Spiritual Works of Mercy
are these:

The Corporal Works of Mercy
are these:

 To admonish the sinner
 To instruct the ignorant
 To counsel the doubtful
 To comfort the afflicted
 To bear wrongs patiently
 To pray for the living and dead
 To forgive offenses willingly

 To feed the hungry
 To give drink to the thirsty
 To clothe the naked
 To visit the imprisoned
 To shelter the homeless
 To visit the sick
 To bury the dead

As we approach the beginning of Lent, please consider ways in which you will perform
Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy for those in need.

LENT
Lent originally was called “Quadragesima” (Latin for “forty”) standing for forty days of fasting
required of Christians before Easter Sunday. Early English (Anglo Saxon) changed the name of
this 40 day period to “Lencten” (now called “Lent”) which means “Spring.” Lectentid was
Anglo Saxon for the month of March, “when days lengthen” (are longer).
•

ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY ar e days of fasting and
abstinence. On days of fast, one full meal is allowed. Two lesser meals,
sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs, but
together should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not
permitted. Catholics who have completed their 18th year are bound by this law
until the beginning of their 60th year.

•

ASH WEDNESDAY and ALL FRIDAY S of LENT ar e days of abstinence.
Meat and poultry (i.e. warm-blooded animals) should not be eaten at any meal.
The law of abstinence binds all Catholics who have completed their 14th year.

NOT PERMITTED IN CHURCH DURING LENT
During Lent, the following things are not allowed: the Glor ia (Glor y to God in the
Highest), the “Alleluia,” Baptisms, Weddings (except in special emer gencies), and flower s
on the altars.

LENTEN DEVOTIONS
2020

A)* W+,-+),./ - February 26
day of fasting and abstinence
Mass & Distribution of Ashes
7:30 AM, 12:15 & 6:00 PM

F56,./) 6- L+-7 - beginning February 28

days of abstinence
Stations of the Cross - 5:30 PM • Mass - 6:00 PM
Simple Meatless Supper following Mass

F65)7 S:-,./ ;< L+-7 - March 1
R67+ ;< C*56)76.- I-676.76;- ;< A,:>7) (RCIA)
February 28: Midlands Rite of Election - 7:00 PM at Our Lady of the Hills
March 8: Penitential Scrutiny - (baptized) - 12:15 PM Mass
March 14: First Scrutiny - (unbaptized) - 5:30 PM (Vigil) Mass
March 22: Second Scrutiny - (unbaptized) - 10:30 AM Mass
March 29: Third Scrutiny - Lord’s Prayer (unbaptized) - 8:00 AM Mass

P.56)* P6B-6B ~ F+.)7 ;< S7. J;)+E*
Sunday, March 29
1:30 - 4:00 PM
watch bulletin or website for details

SUPPORT SAINT JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL FINE ARTS PROGRAMS!

Thursday, February 27, 2020

6 p.m. - 8

p.m.

Student Artwork
Desserts and refreshments
Performances by:
Band, Drama, and Choir

Saint Joseph Catholic School Gym
All proceeds will fund the Fine Arts !
#MADE 2020

St. Joseph’s
3rd Annual Parish Picnic
March 29, 2020 from 1:30 – 4:00 PM
Parish Front Lawn

BBQ Buffet

Games &Activities for All Ages

To Register:
https://www.stjosephcolumbia.org/parish-picnic
And this year, we’ve got chairs! Don’t miss out on
getting your very own St. Joseph folding chair for $20!
Folding Chair with Carrying Bag Made Of
600D Nylon. Two Mesh Cup Holders.
Nylon Carrying Bag with Shoulder Strap
and Drawstring. Steel Tubular Frame.
Weight Limit 300 lbs.

Order when you register and send check into Church Office,
Payable to St. Joseph (Attn: Jamie Hall, Director of Ministries)

Last day to ORDER AND PAY is March 13th

Pick up your new chair(s) at the Parish Picnic!

St. Joseph’s Senior Life presents…

Blooming at Biltmore

Asheville, NC | April 29, 2020

Wednesday, April 29
6:30am
Gather with your fellow travelers in the parking lot of Shandon United Methodist Church and board
the motorcoach.
7:00am
Depart from Columbia, SC bound for the mountains of North Carolina. A rest break will be taken
along the way.
10:30am Estimated arrival to Biltmore’s Village. Enjoy the winding path guiding you to the Biltmore Estate and
the picturesque landscape of the area. As the group arrives to the main estate, disembark the motorcoach
and enjoy lunch, on your own, within the old Stables.
12:30pm Meet the group at the front of the main home and enter to begin your self-guided tour. Enjoy wandering
through the home at your own pace. If you have time, stroll through the blooms in the Gardens and
Conservatory next to the house.
4:30pm
Board the motorcoach to take a ride to the Antler Hill Village. While visiting, the group will have free
time to taste some of Biltmore’s Wines (on your own), browse through their boutiques or enjoy a scoop of
ice cream (on your own) while sitting in a rocking chair and enjoying the beauty of the area.
5:30pm
As the day comes to an end, board the motorcoach and begin the journey back to Columbia, SC. Snacks
will be provided for the group as there will not be a stop for dinner.
9:00pm Estimated arrival back to Shandon United Methodist Church’s parking lot.

Package Includes: All motorcoach transportation, admission to the Biltmore House,
time at the Antler Hill Village, as well as gratuity for the motorcoach driver

Cancellation Policy: The cost of your tour is refundable if cancelled on or before March 24, 2020. Capitol Tours bases the
payment / cancellation policies on those imposed by the attractions, hotels, restaurants and the charter department. Should you
need to cancel after the above date, Capitol Tours will work on your behalf to try to obtain a refund for you. We cannot, however
refund money that has not been refunded to Capitol Tours. Travel Protection Insurance is available upon request.
• All arrival/departure times are approximate.
• Capitol Tours reserves the right to change the itinerary when it is found necessary to do so for the successful completion of the
tour. In the event that a replacement is needed, we will try to replace it with one of equal value whenever possible.
• Capitol Tours is a proud member of the American Bus Association (ABA), the United Motorcoach Association (UMA) and the
Motorcoach Association of SC (MCASC).

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 3512 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29205 803.254.7646
Questions? Contact David Murday at 803.254.1224
∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗∗

TRIP TO ASHEVILLE, NC - PRICE PER PERSON $99
Make checks payable to: St. Joseph Senior Life (PAYMENT DUE BY March 24, 2020)
and please return registration forms and money (cash/check) to the church office.

Name: ________________________ Phone: ___________ Email: _______________________
Emergency Contact Name and Number: ______________________________________
Number Attending: _____ x $99.00 = Amount Enclosed: _________

Not liberal.
Not conservative.

Simply Catholic.

Catholic citizenship
& your vote
We have a dual heritage as both faithful Catholics and American citizens. As Catholics, our
baptismal commitment to bear public witness to
the values of Jesus Christ requires our active participation in the democratic life of our nation. As
Americans, we have a serious moral obligation
to vote. This brief insert is intended as a starting
point to help us respond to our choices in the
current political landscape.

There are many issues before us ...
The Right to Life
and Dignity of the
Human Person

Innocent human life is destroyed by abortion, euthanasia, “fertility treatments” such as
in-vitro fertilization, experimentation using stem cells from human embryos, and cloning
to manufacture human body parts. Catholic teaching about the sanctity of human life
also leads us to oppose the death penalty, genocide, torture, unjust wars, and economic
policies that ignore the needs of the poor and vulnerable.

Call to Family,
Community, and
Participation

The family, which emerges from marriage between a man and a woman, is the original
and basic unit of society. Social and economic policies should work to strengthen the
family rather than weaken it.

Rights and
Responsibilities

Every human being has the right to life and to religious freedom. Everyone has a right to
refuse to participate in actions contrary to one’s religious beliefs and to share and defend
one’s creed and moral principles in the public forum. Everyone has the right and duty to
participate fully in all aspects of life: political, social, cultural, and economic.

Option for the Poor
and Vulnerable

We must have special concern and charity toward the unborn, persons with disabilities,
the dying, refugees, long-term unemployed, prisoners, and all who are marginalized in
our nation and beyond. Today, the situation of immigrant workers is especially urgent.

Dignity of Work
and Rights of
Workers

Economic justice includes the opportunity for dignified work at wages sufficient to
support a family, workplace safety, and the right to take time for religious observances.
Workers also have the duty to provide a fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay.

Solidarity

Loving our neighbor has global dimensions and requires us to eradicate racism and address
the extreme poverty and disease plaguing so much of the world. We are called to welcome the
stranger among us, including immigrants seeking work, a safe home, education for their children, and a decent life for their families. We are called to promote peace and pursue justice.

Caring for God’s
Creation

As stewards, not owners, of the earth, people have an obligation to cherish and care for
the environment. The earth yields forth many resources needed for human flourishing,
especially energy and the capacity to produce food. These precious resources must be used
prudently, fairly, safely, and with a constant concern for future generations.

Sponsored by South Carolina Catholic Conference é 901 Orange Grove Road é Charleston, SC 29407 é www.sccatholicconference.org

... but every issue is not equal.
•
•
•
•

•
•

Issues that directly affect human lives, such as abortion and euthanasia, are fundamental and demand serious consideration.
Our Constitution heralds religious liberty in the First Amendment,
yet increasingly people of faith are having to fight to retain this basic
right.
Our nation has redefined marriage. The marriage of a man and a
woman is the foundation of the family and an essential core element
of a flourishing society.
The growing disparity between rich and poor means most of the
world’s resources are in the hands of a small percentage of its people.
The federal budget is a moral document and we prioritize the poorest and most vulnerable among us.
The millions of undocumented persons living in the United States
deserve our compassion. Our immigration system is broken, and we
need a humane solution to it.
War, terror, and violence have caused thousands of lost lives. We
must work for just solutions to conflict in the Holy Land, throughout the Middle East, and beyond.

Here are ways to form
our consciences and
participate in civic life:
•

•

•

As Catholic citizens, we
should remember three
things:
1. Respect for the dignity of each person is the core of Catholic social
and moral teaching. This is our most basic principle.
2. We focus on the common good, not our own personal interests.
We ask, how can we make the world a better place? Not, how can I
improve my own personal situation?
3. We have a responsibility, a true obligation, to form our consciences
and participate in the civic life of this nation.

•

Be true to the teachings of the
Church. Read Scripture, the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
teachings from the Holy See, and
the statements of our bishops. Read
“Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship” at faithfulcitizenship.org.
We need to be sure that our reasoning and judgments are well-grounded
in our faith.
Stay well-informed about issues
through judicious and reasoned
engagement with the immense world
of information in the 21st century.
Just as all issues are not equal, all
sources are not equal. For example,
an individual’s blog, while potentially
very insightful, may not have the
same fidelity to factual truth as our
media sources that hold themselves to
professional standards of journalistic
ethics, imperfect though they are.
Remain in contact with our representatives in local, state, and federal
government. Our responsibility to
form our consciences leads to an
obligation to be active citizens.
Engage in reasoned, compassionate,
and loving dialogue with others,
Catholics and non-Catholics alike,
about the issues and choices that we
are facing as a nation. Remember that
we are all called first to witness the
Gospel, and through that witness, to
share our social teaching to highlight
the moral dimensions of issues, and
to participate in debate on public
policy.
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