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Spiritual Growth Opportunity

34™ Annual Cardinal Newman Lecture
February 22 , 9:30AM- 4PM
at the Rock Hill Oratory

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA, the Carroll
Stuhlmueller Distinguished Professor of Old
Testament Studies at Catholic Theological
Union in Chicago, presents “The Earth is the
Lord’s’: Biblical Theology and Ecology.

Many people have understood their
responsibility toward the natural world as
one of domination and exploitation. The
environmental crises we have been facing
force us to look at this relationship in an
entirely different way. What insights might
the Bible provide as we look anew at our
attitudes towards creation? In an attempt to
answer this question, several Old Testament
traditions will be examined.

This event is open to all without charge,
although donations are accepted. The event
includes noontime Eucharist, a light lunch
and a short chamber music concert. While
pre-registration is not required, the Center
would appreciate your contacting them to
help them to plan the meal.

For more information or to tell of your plan to
participate contact the Oratory at
oratorycenter@gmail.com.

To learn more about the Oratory go to
http://www.rockhilloratory.net/

SCCCW Convention Special Project
Community Outreach

This year’s convention theme is “Help carry
one another’s burdens; in that way you will
fulfill the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2

Each year SCCCW initiates a special project
to support some effort in the state. This
year, the project is to raise money for a new
chapel at the Graham (Camille Griffin)
Correctional Institution located in Columbia.

Information about this facility can be found at
http://www.doc.sc.gov/institutions/camille.jsp

We will donate $200 from our treasury for
this project but many of our members may
wish to personally provide additional support
for the building of the Chapel. If you would
like to make a personal donation, please
write a check to St. Joseph Women’s
Society and note on the check “2014
SCCCW Convention Project”.  We need
these donations by March 16.

Last month’s newsletter listed a number of
ways our members can support the State
Convention. These are mentioned in this
month’s Message from President and will be
discussed further at our February meeting.

The convention will be held at Sonesta
Resort, 120 Shipyard Dr., Hilton Head Island
For registration information call 843-842-
2400 (mention SCCCW-Rate $149/night
double)

The Saint Joseph Women's Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel, serve the
parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic woman leaders.
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Message from President

Gwen Skipper
| hope you all enjoyed the General Meeting
as much as | did. Great to see so many
Women’s Society smiling faces. The food
from Yesterday’s was delicious. | am very
proud of my Mom, Mildred McQuitty, who is
representing St. Joseph Women’s Society as
Catholic Woman of the year.

We were blessed with a good number of
guests at the meeting and four of these
joined the Women’s Society. So be sure to
welcome June Derrick, Linda Oliver, Anne
Sakara and Angie Roberson when you see
them at our activities.

The year is off to a busy start. | hope that
you will be able to participate in our March
activities. On March 1, we will come
together for the Rosary and Mass at 8AM
and then go to Lizard’s Thicket for breakfast.

Ash Wednesday is on March 5. The
Women’s Society will be preparing the
simple soup supper on the first Friday in
Lent, March 7.

The South Carolina Council of Catholic
Women’s convention will be held March 28
to 30 in Hilton Head. | hope that you are
thinking about attending. There will be time
for prayer, fun and fellowship. | still need
assistance in a couple of areas. First for the
purse auction, Claire Wagner has donated a
purse. We need small items to put in the
purse. For example- jewelry, hand lotion ,
gift cards.  For the silent auction | propose
that we provide a themed gift basket- using
$50 from the treasury and accept other
donated items for the basket.

Lastly, I want to encourage members to
consider making a contribution to the
Convention Project described on the first
page of this newsletter.

(e-mail: gwenskip@bellsouth.net; or call 345-2250)

A Note from Janet

“Love is the answer.” The old musical
refrain is right ! But what is the question?

We have been taught to love our God with
all our mind, all our heart, and all our
strength, and our neighbor as ourselves.
Yet how shall we love?

We may show our love for God by following
the 10 Commandments to avoid sin. We
know we are part of God’s creation but in
loving ourselves we need to avoid a sense of
exaggerated importance or of false humility.

Finally, we need to love our neighbor by

realizing that he too is part of God'’s creation,

and by following Jesus’ example, putting our

neighbor's needs before our own. In all
these ways the refrain holds true,
“Love is the answer.”

Janet O’ Keeffe
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A Scrap-booking Party
Julie Rotureau, Chair of our History
Committee, invites members to help put
together our scrapbook which will document
the past, very active year (2013). If you
have questions call Julie at 782-2835.
Where: Julie’s Home at 3200 Cornwall Rd,
(near Richland Mall)

When: Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014 at 6:30 pm

The Scrapbook will travel to the Annual
Convention with our Officers in March.
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College Scholarship Opportunity
The South Carolina Council of Catholic Women
will award the Reverend William F. Pentis
Memorial Scholarship to a deserving Catholic,
female, high school senior who will be attending
college next year. Information about past
recipients, eligibility, and application
requirements with the April 15th deadline can be
found at http://www.sccew.org/pentis.htm
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Getting to Know One Another
Introducing 2 of the new members of SJIWS
Angie Roberson was born in Germany and
moved to the United States in 1990. She is
a graduate of Touro University International
with a degree in Business Administration
and currently works for AFLAC as an
Accounting Specialist. Angie is single and
lives alone. Her parents and brother live in
Nuremberg Germany. Her 28 year old
daughter lives in Birmingham, AL

Angie spent 12 years in the US Army, living
in Clarksville TN before moving to Columbia
SC in 1998. She was a member of John
Neumann Parish until November 2013 when
she joined our Parish. She is a member of
the Legion of Mary at St. Joseph’s.

Although Angie does not have a pet in her
home, she has a great passion for them and
sometimes volunteers at the animal shelter
on Shop Road.

Anne Sakara came to Columbia from
Germany in 1982. She has been a member
of our parish for six years. Anne is a
registered nurse and worked at the VA until
her retirement in 2001, but continued part
time work until 2006.

Anne’s husband, Bob, retired from the Army
in 1984. They have been married for 46
years. Bob, works part time as an
orthopedic technician at Midlands
Orthopedic Clinic.

Anne has two sons. James is in the Navy,
currently stationed in San Diego. He is
married but does not have any children.
Michael lives in Columbia and works at CSC.
He has two daughters.

Information about the Women’s Society and

copies of past newsletters can be found on

the Parish Website.
http://www.stjosephcolumbia.org/

Lenten Soup Suppers

On Friday’s during Lent Msgr. Harris offers
Stations of the Cross and Mass in the early
evenings. After this Mass, a simple
meatless supper of soup, bread and
beverage is offered in the Parish Hall/Gym.
Various Groups in the Parish provide and
serve the meal each week. Donations that
are given to a local soup Kkitchen are
accepted from those who come to eat.

The Women's Society will be responsible for
the Supper the first Friday in Lent, Friday,
March 7. We hope to set a high bar for the
rest of the groups that come after us!

We will need 12 crock pots of vegetarian
soup--no meat broth or flavorings. The
bread for these meals is usually donated by
local bakeries but the Women’s Society also
serves cornbread at the meal.

If you're willing to volunteer to prepare a
soup or cornbread, or to help set up and
serve, or clean up please email Libit telling
her what you will do. Be sure to include your
name and phone number.

stjoewomen@aol.com

Libit would also welcome suggestions for
decorations for the tables since there it is not
likely that we will have garden flowers at this
time of year.
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Dues Reminder

It is time to renew your membership in St
Joseph Women’s Society. Dues ($20)
should be sent to Treasurer, Beverly Stricklin
at 5516 Lakeshore Dr, Apt. 601, Columbia,
29206. If you prefer, drop the check in the
Sunday collection or at the church office in
an envelope labeled “Women’s Society”.
Please make checks payable to Saint
Joseph Women’s Society and. include a
message telling your e-mail address or if you
prefer that information be sent by US Mail.
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Church Care Committee

In this ministry of the St. Joseph Women’s
Society members volunteer time to look after
the general appearance of our church in
preparation for each weekend. Tasks they
complete include changing the Holy Water in
fonts at each door, arranging the books in
pews, and doing light dusting. Each week 2
different volunteers spend about an hour on
Friday morning to complete these tasks.

Volunteers are needed for Church care on
Fridays in March and April. There will be an
opportunity to volunteer at the February
Meeting or if you can serve on one of the
Fridays please contact the committee chair,
Samia Feghali by phone  783-3643

ore-mail samia_feghali@yahoo.com
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Calendar

February 16

SJWS Monthly Meeting after the 12:15 Mass in
the Lower Level of the Parish Life Center
Speaker: Joyce Romero “Adult Care Services”

March 1
1st Saturday, 8 A. M. Rosary, Mass, Breakfast

March 5
Ash Wednesday.

March 7
SJWS provides soup for the Friday Lenten
Meager Meal Supper

March 16

SJWS Monthly Meeting after the 12:15 Mass in
the Lower Level of the Parish Life Center
Speaker: Pam O’Toole- will speak about her
South America Mission Experience

March 22-
Legion of Mary Lunch

March 28, 29, 30
SCCCW Annual convention, Hilton Head

Our Lady of Lourdes Feast day February 11

Our Lady of Lourdes is a title of the Blessed
Virgin Mary invoked by Roman Catholics in
honor of the Marian apparitions said to have
occurred on numerous occasions in 1858 in the
vicinity of Lourdes, France. The first of these is
the apparition of 11 February 1858, when
Bernadette Soubirous, a 14-year-old peasant girl,
admitted to her mother that a "lady" spoke to her
in the cave of Massabielle (a mile from the town)
while she was gathering firewood with her sister
and a friend. Similar appearances of the "lady"
were reported on seventeen further occasions that
year.

Bernadette Soubirous was later canonized as a
Saint, and Roman Catholics and some Protestants
believe her apparitions have been validated by
the overwhelming popularity and testament of
healings claimed to have taken place at the
Lourdes water spring.

In 1862, Pope Pius IX authorized Bishop
Bertrand-Sévere  Laurence to permit the
veneration of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Lourdes. (from wikipedia)

Details about the apparitions can be found at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lourdes_apparition
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