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Spiritual Opportunities
Summer Retreats

St.  Joseph Women’s Society is sponsoring two Hearts Afire retreats this summer.  The program gathers a group of people who want to be “set on fire” with God’s love.  
The first stage of the Hearts Afire program includes two programs-two hearts.  The first, 33 Days to Morning Glory, addresses Mary’s Immaculate Heart.  We begin with the Immaculate Heart, because Mary leads us to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  This six week  retreat was offered  last fall and will be offered again on Wednesday evenings beginning July 8 at 6:30PM  and conclude  August 15.    
The second retreat, Consoling the Heart of Jesus, addresses the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  During this 10 week retreat we will gain insights into how we can console Jesus and learn the keys to the great sanctity of the saints and blesseds like Therese of Lisieux, Faustina Kowalaska, and Mother Teresa.
Consoling the Heart of Jesus begins Tuesday, June 9 at 6:30PM and concludes August 15.   Registration will be available at the May 17 meeting and also in the parish bulletin.  I hope that everyone will take advantage of one of these retreats over the summer.    If you have questions or would like to discuss one of the retreats please give me a call.  
Gwen Skipper
Phone 803-345-2250

[image: image1.jpg]


     Mother, In Celebration 
Endless gifts were given to me by my mother.  Not material gifts, much more important than anything that could be bought comes to mind: the gift of faith, for sure; the gift of hope -- I can still hear her saying, “Lorraine, better days are coming!”  Doubtless the gift of love, for  if there was one person in this world that I knew loved me, right, wrong, in good times and bad, it was my mother.

I want to tell of her gift of reading.  We don’t often reflect on this astounding accomplishment of swirls and lines creating letters, blending into sounds, and forming words that have meaning.  What would my world have been or be now had my mother not patiently taught me to be a reader?

I get great pleasure from books.  I was fortunate and was able to go to college, study literature, and now work at a library -- All of this because of my mother. Sadly, the only monument to this gift from her is in my heart.
Circumstances have not allowed me to venture abroad or even travel very far in my own country.  Perhaps the joy that comes to me as a reader is explained by the words of the poet Emily Dickinson.  There is no frigate like a book to take you lands away.  That is the gift my mother gave me; I can sail the seven seas anytime I like by opening a book.                                       

Lorraine Law    
Message from President
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Summer Social
I am looking forward to all of you gathering in my home at the Lake Monticello for our annual Summer Social.   I hope we can see this event as our celebration of the many blessings we have had during the past year.  

I appreciate all that members have done to further the mission of the Women’s Society. 
This year you only need to bring yourself and spouse or special friend and enjoy the food, fellowship, and scenery.  Deacon Malcolm is getting the grill ready for the hamburgers and hot dogs.   The lake will be open for fishing, swimming or wading.   
My address is 304 Lakeside View Circle, Jenkinsville, SC, 29065.  I will provide directions at the meeting on May 17.  Please let me know that you are able to attend to help us plan the food.  
Email: gwenskip@bellsouth.net  
Phone 803-345-2250

Cabinets For New Building  

The search continues for cabinets for the Women’s Society closet in the new building.  My hope is to be ready to order cabinets by June 1st to be in place for the Tea Room Lunch in July.  If you are planning to contribute please do so by the May 17 meeting.   
We are three fourths of our way to the $4000 goal.  Hopefully everyone will want to contribute to make our 2015 cabinet project a legacy to the Women’s Society of the future.  Remember that your donations are tax deductible.  Thank you in advance for your support.  

Gwen Skipper
There will not be a Newsletter or Women’s Society Meeting in June. 

Snack Pack Program
The Snack Pack Project is our local ministry that provides weekend food to children who are apt to need it.  Below are a few of the letters we received from those who benefit from our efforts.  The child’s name has been cut from each message to protect privacy.
Dear Women’s Society of St Joseph’s.

Although this is a small collection of the notes from students, Please know your kindness and generosity are very much appreciated.  Please also understand the students truly look forward to receiving their bags.  

It is so disheartening to know that too many children live in a home where food is scarce. You have been  a blessing.

Thank you so much from all the staff,

Diane Ryan, School Counselor

Dear Women’s Society of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church,

    Thank you for the snack bags.  Our family enjoys the bags and they’re very important.  My Mom has a lot of people to provide for and the bags are a help.  I look forward to more snack bags.  

Sincerely,

Dear Women’s Society of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church

Thank you for choosing me me to receive the weekend snack bags.  I like the fruit snack the most.  

I am thankful to your women’s Society and church.  I am praying for you.

Thank You ,

A Note from Janet

(Our parish is about to lose two very special people.  Janet’s column is written to honor them.)
Father Matthew Gray

The announcement that Father Gray will be leaving St. Joseph’s at the end of May to serve as Parochial Vicar at St. Gregory the Great Church in Bluffton left many parishioners with a sense of loss.    Many of us have lovely memories about the time he has been with us.  
One of Father Gray’s strengths is his ability to connect with all age groups in different settings.  Members of St. Joseph Women’s Society have appreciated his presence at annual meetings and other activities. But it is on a personal note that many members have found his presence especially meaningful.  His prayerful visits to the sick have led some to say, “His visit made me know in my heart I would be all right” and “I experienced peacefulness in a special way.” 
Father Gray’s appearance on the altar and outside the church building reveals a spiritual joyfulness.  Many of us came to know and care about him as he willingly answered questions about himself and talked about the life experiences that led to his being a priest in our parish.  The range of work that Father Gray assumed in our parish revealed his ability to “connect” with a wide variety of people.  His work with Boy Scouts, his presentations and participation in different groups’ activities, and his informal interactions with children and families were admired by on-lookers. 
The frustration many of us feel on hearing of Father Gray’s transfer brought to mind a question posed by one young child during the offertory presentation at an 8:15 Mass almost a year ago.   Clearly expecting Father Gray to be at the Mass instead of Monsignor Harris, the child handed the offertory basket to the Monsignor, and, in a challenging loud voice asked, “What did you do with Father Gray?”  
In conversations with Father we found that we do not have to worry about that question.  He is enthusiastic about his new assignment and the opportunities and challenges that it will present.  We all wish him well in his new parish and want him to know that we will miss his priestly presence at St. Joseph’s.  

Sister Julienne Guy
Sister Julienne has many connections with Columbia.  She has six siblings here, including Anne Sullivan, a well known member of our parish. Sister Julienne is a graduate of Ursuline High School, which eventually became Cardinal Newman High School.  After High School, Sister joined the Ursuline Order in Louisville, Kentucky. She then earned her Master’s degree at Craighton University in Nebraska.  
In her career she taught and served as principal in several Catholic schools including St. Joseph School in Columbia and Cardinal Newman High School.  In fact she spent more than 33 years of her life as a religious in the Columbia area.  
Most recently Sister has worked in the Senior Ministry, chairing the Senior Life Board and also providing leadership for many activities for seniors.  She coordinated the Respite Care Program, the Monday afternoon Bridge, and Friday Mah Jongg sessions.  She worked with Board Members to plan lunch and dinner events with speakers or musical entertainment.   Each fall a religious retreat became part of the schedule of events for seniors, visiting places such as the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC and EWTN.
As part of the Senior Ministry, Sister Julienne also brought the Eucharist to home-bound seniors and visited parishioners living in assisted care and skilled nursing facilities all over the Midlands. She also worked with the Bereavement Committee to assure that the parish had appropriate participation in funeral services and rosaries. 
But now she is ending her ministry in Columbia and will return to the Ursuline Motherhouse in Louisville in July. (Rumor has it that she has been perfecting her skill as a bridge player with our Monday afternoon group so that she can compete with the avid players at the Motherhouse.)  We will miss Sister Julienne and hope that others will work to sustain the quality Senior Life Ministry that was her focus in recent years.   We wish her well and will all remember with fondness and appreciation Sister Julienne’s cheerful presence in our Columbia community.  
Janet O Keeffe
Reflection 
The following, from a book Radical Grace: Daily Meditations by Richard Rohr, was sent to me by Linda Oliver

Catholics have a sacramental worldview: for us, material reality mediates spiritual reality. All spiritual reality, all grace is mediated to us through this world, through history, through concrete objects, things, moments, events, persons.  

It is deep within the Catholic consciousness that grace is always mediated.  It always comes through our human, sensate experience.  Even sinfulness itself became something that mediated God's grace.  That's why so many Catholics, and even ex-Catholics, become artists, novelists, movie directors and poets. Both Carl Jung and Andrew Greeley say they can prove that Catholics IMAGINE differently.

Ours is very different from the Protestant worldview.  If you've been raised Catholic, maybe you don't even realize how different that is, because you have always taken it for granted.  My great disappointment is that we might not be passing on the Catholic imagination to the younger generation.

Linda wrote, 
I really loved this, and hope it could be something we could lean on as Catholics and hopefully leaders of the next generation of Catholics.

An Invitation
We will be doing a summer edition of this newsletter in July.  As you can see from recent editions, the Newsletter is more interesting if people submit items for publication.  I welcome ideas and articles from everyone.  The deadline for the summer edition will be June 27.  Just e-mail me at   tkuhs@sc,rr,com
Thanks in advance,         Teri

Calendar
May 17: Monthly meeting: 

In Kamler Hall (the school Cafeteria) after the 12:15 Mass.  A light lunch will be served.  Linda Oliver will lead a discussion about planning future programs and activities.   

June 6: Summer Social

At Gwen Skipper’s House. Details will be announced at the meeting and in the Church Bulletin.  

June 7:  Rosary for the Unborn

Will be led by Women’s Society members after the 8:15 mass 
June 9 to August 15:  
Consoling the Heart of Jesus Retreat
6:30 P.M. on Tuesdays 
July 8-August 15:  
33 Days to Morning Glory Retreat
6:30 P.M. on Wednesdays 
July 18 to 26: Parish Baby Clothes Collection for Birthright. 
July 22:   Tea Room Lunch

 Benefit for Birthright 11:30AM-2PM 
Location TBA

__________________________________
For information contact us at stjoewomen@aol.com 
or 
Check out the Women’s Society web site for information about activities and copies of   Newsletters (current and past).  
http://www.stjosephcolumbia.org/#!blank/ccjp















The Saint Joseph Women’s Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel; serve the parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic woman leaders.


