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Mechanical (Tracker) Ac on Organs 

The mechanical a.k.a. tracker key ac on is the oldest 
type of key action still in use in many organs today. It is 
called tracker ac on because it u lizes mechanical 
connec ons that tracks from the keys on the console 
to the valves (or pallets) under the pipes. This ac on 
requires lengths of trackers and roller bars to distribute 
the ac on to the proper pipe. The console of a track-
er organ must be close to the pipework for the key  
ac on to remain light, ght, and responsive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many mes, though not always, tracker organ consoles are built right into 
the organ casework and pipes! If the console is detached from the case-
work and pipes, it must be very close  in order for the mechanical ac on to 
work properly. 

 
Looking behind the mechanical/tracker ac on 

Mechanical/Tracker ac on in large tracker organs                                         
can be very complicated! 

Key desk on the side, but s ll close       
to pipes and chests. 

No ce keyboards are 
recessed into organ case  
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Here is the console of a Lynn Dobson tracker organ in Augusta, Ga. No ce the console is 
not built directly into the casework and pipes. In this instance, the trackers connect to 
the pipes from the rear of the console, under the floor. 

Dobson tracker organ St. John United Methodist Church Augusta, Ga. 
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