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The Saint Joseph Women’s Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel; serve the 

parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic woman leaders. 
 

 

 

A Note from Janet   
A Meditation on The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Jesus taught us to pray these words: Our 
Father.  The possessive plural means all of 
us have been created by the same Being.  
Who art in heaven.  The word “art” is an 
ancient verb, strange to us, but meaning 
“continuation.”   
Hallowed be thy name.  The Bible suggests 
God’s name is “I am who am,” words to be 
honored as holy must not be uttered 
carelessly.   
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  The work “kingdom” 
suggests a people united in honoring the 
Father in the present day, as in that to be 
expected later.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  The Father 
provides the means of sustaining the life he 
has given us.   
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  Our Father’s 
forgiveness requires that we know how to 
forgive.   
And lead us not into temptation.  We are 
requesting that the Father show us the right 
way of life.   
 
But deliver us from evil.   This plea is the 
most important.   
 
I once spoke of my meditation to a friend 
who said, “Why don’t you just say the 
prayer?”  I do, but having thought about it 
has made the prayer more meaningful for 
me.  How about you?   

Janet O’ Keeffe 

 

                
Summer Social 

 
Our summer social is less than a month 
away and we are hoping that everyone is 
planning to attend. The covered dish social 
will begin at 11:00 a.m. on June 7th at 
Defender Services on Garners Ferry Road.  
Directions to the facility and a food sign-up 
sheet will be available at our May meeting.   
 
 This year we are inviting you to bring a plant 
for a plant exchange. It could be a house or 
outdoor plant...one from home or one you 
purchase.  It could be small or large...be 
creative!  We will number each plant and 
those who brought a plant will draw numbers 
to identify their “swap” 
 
We also encourage each member to invite a 
friend to come to the luncheon.  Think about 
another Catholic woman from our parish or 
from our community who might enjoy the day 
with us.  This will be a good occasion for 
newcomers to learn about Saint Joseph 
Women's Society and meet new friends.   

 

 
SJWS Members Directory 

The 2014 directories are completed.  They 
will be distributed at the May meeting of the 
Women’s Society. 
 

 



Message from President 

Gwen Skipper 
 I am hoping that all of you experienced a 
holy and blessed Easter.  Looking at the 
next couple of months, I see plenty of 
opportunities to live out our statement of who 
we are as Saint Joseph Women’s Society.  
 
There are spiritual opportunities in attending 
Mass together on the first Saturday’s of May 
and August.   There are opportunities to 
serve the community through the Home 
Works lunches, the Birth Right Baby Shower 
and Tea Room Lunch in July.  We will serve 
the parish through the Priest Appreciation 
Event in August.     
 
Summer gets kicked off with a covered-dish 
lunch social on June 7th.     
 
There are so many ways that you can get 
involved; by praying, serving or enjoying a 
meal together.  I hope that you will say yes 
when asked to participate.   

 
>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 

SJWS to Support “Homeworks”  

 
Claire Wagner  

Chair, Outreach Committee  
HOMEWORKS is the program that brings 
young people to various locations for a week 
to repair homes for people who need that 
type of assistance.  As in the past, we have 
been asked to make arrangements to 
provide a meal for the young people who will 
be working on homes in the Columbia area.  

We will be furnishing lunches for about 20 on 
Sunday, July 6, 2014 and will need a few 
volunteers that Sunday morning to make the 
lunches.  You can sign up to assit with the 
lunches at our May meeting. 

There will NOT be a Newsletter or 

Women’s Society Meeting in June.  

Activities to Support Birthright 
 

Just as we did last year, support of Birthright 
is planned to be the focus of two major 
summer activities. From July 20 to 27 the 
Women’s Society will be sponsoring a 
collection of items for Birthright of 
Columbia.  As in the past a crib will be 
placed in the church vestibule and 
parishioners will be invited to place needed 
baby items in the crib during that week.     
 

The lucky participants last year remember 
that the House on Blossom was transformed 
for a cozy Tea Room Lunch setting for the 
Birthright fund raiser.  Libit Woodington, 
Special Events Chair, will be planning the 
luncheon for July 24 this year and all 
proceeds will be donated to Birthright.  Last 
year we raised over $800 at the luncheon, 
let’s hope we can reach $1000 this year.   
 
We will need everyone’s support to make 
these two important events successful.  
There are different things to be done.  You 
might: place items in the crib, make 
reservations to come to the luncheon and 
bring a friend or neighbor. You might 
volunteer to help decorate the tea room, or 
work on the preparation or serving of food.    
 
Details will be discussed at the May meeting.  
If you miss the meeting but want to support 
the events contact Libit by phone (695-0307) 
or  e-mail (stjoewomen@aol.com).    
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Dues Reminder 

 
If you have not paid your dues ($20) for 2014 
you can drop a check in the collection in an 
envelope labeled “Women’s Society or send it to 
Treasurer, Beverly Stricklin at 5516 Lakeshore 
Dr, Apt. 601, Columbia, 29206. Please make 
checks payable to Saint Joseph Women’s 
Society and include a message telling your e-
mail address or if you prefer that information be 
sent to you by US Mail.  

mailto:stjoewomen@aol.com


Church Care Committee 
In this ministry of the St. Joseph Women’s 
Society members volunteer time to look after  
the general appearance of our church in 
preparation for each weekend.  Tasks they 
complete include changing the Holy Water in 
fonts at each door, arranging the books in 
pews, and doing light dusting.  Each week 2 
different volunteers spend about an hour on 
Friday morning to complete this work.  Since 
we do not meet during the summer, we need 
to complete a schedule for May through 
August. If you have not participated in the 
service, ask to be paired with someone sho 
has done it before.  If you can serve on one 
of the Fridays over the summer, please 
contact the committee chair, Samia Feghali  
by phone     783-3643  

Or e-mail      samia_feghali@yahoo.com 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Appreciation Event 

 
Many parishioners recognize how lucky we 
are to have the wonderful priests who serve 
our parish.  Not only are they committed and 
devoted to doing the things that parish 
priests must do, we also benefit from the 
extra opportunities they offer for us to 
receive sacraments and attend mass when 
special occasions call for the extension of 
regular schedules. Many also give witness to 
the support individuals receive from our 
priests who are available in ways that are 
above and beyond the call of duty.   
 
The Women’s Society is coordinating an 
effort for parish organizations, groups, and 
individuals to have a special celebration on 
August 16 to demonstrate our appreciation 
for the personal and spiritual dedication of 
Msgr. Harris and Father Gray to our Parish 
Community.  Details about how this event 
will be structured will be discussed at the 
May meeting of the Women’s Society. 
 
 

Summer Calendar 

May 18: Monthly meeting 
1:30PM Lower Level Pastoral Life Center, light 
lunch and Speaker, Sharon Hale on “33 Days to 
Morning Glory, a Marian Retreat”,  
 
June 7: Summer Social 
Covered Dish Luncheon with plant exchange, 
11AM,  
Defender Services, Sumter Hwy. 
 
July 6:  Homeworks Project 
Prepare box lunches for Home Works crew. 
 
July 19 to 27: Baby’s clothing collection for 
Birthright. 
 
July 23:   Tea Room Luncheon 
 Benefit for Birthright., 11:30AM-2PM, Blossom 
St. House 
 
August 1:  Rosary and Mass  
at St Joseph Church.  Breakfast at Lizard’s 
Thicket on Forest after Mass. 
 
For information contact us at 
stjoewomen@aol.com  

 

Goals for the Coming Year 
Three resolutions were passed at the recent 
SCCCW convention in Hilton Head.    
Affiliate groups are to establish goals to 
support these resolutions during the coming 
year.  What can we do at St. Joseph’s ?  
1.  That the members of SCCCW will create 

mentoring opportunities visible in their 

parishes, committees, and communities. 

2.  That our SCCCW will continue to pray 

for the poor, marginalized and 

underprivileged remembering them in our 

daily vigils and giving generously to 

charities, families and children. 

3. That the SCCCW will see themselves 

first as an evangelizer who uses a variety 

of communication tools targeting active 

Catholics, inactive Catholics, and non-

Catholics.   

mailto:samia_feghali@yahoo.com
mailto:stjoewomen@aol.com


Reflections on SCCCW Convention 
by Maria Carrero and Julie Rotureau. 

 
Being first time attendees at the South 
Carolina Council of Catholic Women’s 
Convention (SCCCW) at Hilton Head in 
March was a wonderful, enlightening, and 
spiritual experience.  Having been members 
of the Saint Joseph Women’s Society for 
only a little over a year, we didn’t really know 
what to expect.   We found it to be a perfect 
end for the year of spirituality, service, and 
leadership we had witnessed in our parish.  . 
 
There were times of prayer, laughter, and 
fellowship with sisters in faith and culinary 
delights throughout the weekend.   We were 
blessed being able to share this convention 
with nine other women from our parish.  .We 
prayed the rosary on the beach and 
participated in the Mass celebrated by our 
Bishop.  Our Spiritual Director, Father Fabio, 
interacted with the attendees during most of 
the weekend.    
 
The convention offered auctions, informative 
and entertaining workshops with amazing 
speakers, and even a Gospel choir.   We 
had the opportunity to meet women from 
around South Carolina and see Scrapbooks 
highlighting all the amazing work done by 
women in each parish.  The exchange of the 
stories of work from different parishes was a 
tremendous inspiration to us “newbies”.   
Ignited by the entire experience, we decided 
to return to Columbia, recruit new members, 
and to encourage current members to join us 
at the Convention next year.   
 

Making SJWS Better 
Suggestions are always welcome.  
We began attending the first Saturday Mass and 
going to breakfast because a member suggested 
it.  Let Gwen know what you are thinking.  What 
kind of activities or events would you like our 
society to plan?  

e-mail: gwenskip@bellsouth.net;  

or call 345-2250 

SJWS Scrapbook 
Julie Rotureau,   

Chair, Scrapbook Committee 
We took our scrapbook to the SCCCW 
Convention to display alongside books of 
other parish groups.   What a wonderfully 
active body of work our membership had to 
share pictorially!!  We received compliments 
at the Convention about the book and the 
kinds of work our organization does.    
 

Many thanks to Rebecca Hamby, Mary Sue 
Barnum, Gwen Skipper, Terry Hodaly and 
Maria Carrero for sharing their time and 
talent to put our  2013 Scrapbook together.   
 
Be sure to take a look at the scrapbook at 
the May meeting.  And, please bring 
contributions to next years scrapbook to any 
meeting this year. 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 

More Convention News 
 

“Help Carry One Another's Burdens" was the 
theme on the 2014 SCCCW Convention.  
Sister Christina Murphy was the key note 
speaker.  The convention project was to 
raise money to build a chapel at the Camille 
Graham Women's Correctional Institution in 
Columbia.  The SCCCW was pleased to 
announce that a donation of $6,285.50 for 
the Chapel was collected this year by the 
affiliate groups in the SCCCW .  
 
St. Joseph Parish had a wonderful 
representation at the State SCCCW 
Convention.  Our group included. Mary Sue 
Barnum,  Martha Becht, Maria Carrero , 
Rebecca Hamby, Jo Killoy, Julie Rotureau., 
Chris Segars,  Gwen Skipper, Betty 
Shepherd, Beverly Stricklin, and Claire 
Wagner.    
 

Thanks to all who contributed information and 
articles for this edition of M & M.  I invite others 
to do the same when we do the Summer Edition 
in July   --- Teri Kuhs,  Editor  (tkuhs@sc.rr.com) 

mailto:gwenskip@bellsouth.net

