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Our Lady of Fatima

Chue Mathier Comes To Us

Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady Of Fatima

Many of our parishioners have been
preparing for the visit of the Statue of Our
Lady of Fatima. This International Pilgrim
Statue has traveled the world many times,
visiting more than 100 countries. The statue
will be at St. Joseph’s Church on Friday, May
13.

Special activities are listed below:
3:00 PM:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Divine Mercy Chaplet
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
4:45 Benediction
5:00 Rosary
6:00 Mass
7:00 Talk by the Custodian

7:30 Statue Departs

A Note from Janet

A Memory of Fatima

The news of the special visit of the International
Pilgrim Statue of our Lady of Fatima reminded me
of my pilgrimage to Fatima on the 70™
Anniversary of the appearance of Mary to the
children of Fatima.

Our group was scheduled for lunch at a restaurant
operated by a Portuguese family. There | met a
woman of about 19. In the course of our
conversation she spoke of an event involving her
grandparents. She told me that they had
witnessed the moment of the darkening of the sun
in October 1917. The memory of the story of that
miracle brought a look, like that of a beatific vision,
to her face.
| still remember that look.
Imagine being witness to such an event!

Janet O’ Keefe

Summer Calendar
May 15
SJWS Monthly Meeting, 1:30 Ursuline Hall
(MAB). Light lunch served. Sister Maria Lovett
will speak on her faith journey in the religious life.

May 31

33 Days to Morning Glory Consecration at 5:30 PM
Mass. (Anyone wishing to re- consecrate themselves
to the Blessed Mother is welcome.)

June 4
Women’s Society Summer Social at the home of Pat
Wegrzynowski

July 23-31
Birthright Baby Shower- Place items in the Church
Narthex

July 27
Birthright Tea Room Lunch- Donor Hall

The Saint Joseph Women'’s Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel; serve the
parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic women leaders.




Message from President

Million Works of Mercy

St. Joseph Women’s Society joins the National
Council of Catholic Women, women of prayer and
action, in celebrating the extraordinary jubilee
Year of Mercy by living the spiritual and corporal
works of mercy every day. A list of examples on
ways to feed the hungry, cloth the naked, shelter
the homeless, admonish sinners and instruct the
ignorant, comfort the sorrowing, counsel the
doubtful, visit the sick and imprisoned, bear
wrongs patiently, forgive willingly, pray for the
living and the dead, bury the dead was passed out
at the April meeting. Please let me know if you
would like a copy of the list.

We do many activities as a group such as
preparing food for the bereaved or participating in
a funeral liturgy or preparing and delivering snack
packs. Each of you also act individually to
perform many works of mercy. Please take a few
minutes and make a list of your works of mercy
performed this month (beginning April 3rd, Divine
Mercy Sunday to April 30). You can email it to
Gwen at gwenskip@bellsouth.net or bring your
list to the May 15th meeting. All of our works will
then be tallied and sent to NCCW. Don’t keep
silent. It is a great feeling to be part of a large
group of women dedicated to living out their
Catholic faith every day.

Cards for Shut-ins

At the May meeting we will send cards to
parishioners that are shut-in or in need of being
remembered in prayer. | would like to add this
year any member of your family or a friend that
needs to know they are remembered. Please
bring the name and address of anyone you would
like to add. This will be a take home project. If
you can help by providing note cards, let Gwen
know.

Gwen Skipper

There will NOT be a Newsletter or
Women’s Society Meeting in June.

Spiritual Blessings
Gwen Skipper

In John 14:23 Jesus says, “Whoever loves me will
keep my word and my Father will love him, and
we will come to him and make our dwelling with
him”.

When does Jesus come to dwell with us? He is
especially present to us when we receive his body
and blood in the Eucharist. Where the Father and
the Son are, the Spirit is also there. Itis the Trinity
that we receive when we receive the Eucharist. In
that moment we are so truly blessed.

Only one thing makes this blessing greater and
that is to be able to share the body and blood of
Christ with other believers as an Extraordinary
Minister of Holy Communion. Have you
considered serving the parish in this ministry?
Maybe you are being called to this ministry?
Contact Mary Kay Rushman at
stjoemkr@aol.com or 803-254-7646.
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Snack Pack Program

Last month we learned that SJWS received
recognition this year at the Women’s Society
State Convention for our service project, The
Snack Pack Program. As we are wrapping up
another year it is time to report the scope of this
project. Mary Reeves has provided leadership
and | asked her for information about the year’s
work and the volunteers who support the effort.

It is somewhat surprising to learn that 30
volunteers are involved. Some participate in the
bag-packing effort, others do deliveries to
schools, and some help with both tasks. Most
volunteers are asked to work on the project one
or two days each month.

The last scheduled day to pack for this school
year is May 26. During this school year we will
have provided 1,744 weekend food packages to
47 children who may not have had nourishing
food over the weekend if it were not for our work.
The food that is packaged is provided by the
“Palmetto Project.” You may want to become a
volunteer next year!



